From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: arc5@ix.netcom.com (David Stinson ) 

Subject: 1750 Meters (160-190 KC Long Wave Band) 
Message-ID: <199605161445 .HAAQ6051@dfw-1ix10.ix.netcom.com> 


Hello Dick/All. 

This is excerpted/paraphrased from a letter to 
Dick Dillman. I include it here both as background, 
and because several members have asked me about 
work I did on Long Wave starting back in 1984. 

It was very exciting and I met 

some extraordinary people. 


I'll make the firebottle connection at the end 
so don't get ya panties in a wad ;->. 


You wrote: 

>...I visited Michael Mideke several years ago... 

Mike was the first person to hear my first beacon, 

a struggling attempt signing "MRC" from Mercury, Nevada 
on 181.5 KC...or there abouts. I used to copy Mike's 
"Z2" beacon every day and it became a bellweather for 
band conditions between me an California. 


>If you have a moment, would you pass along a few more 
>details of your installation and also of your QTH in 
>relation to noise levels? 

Mercury is the base camp for the Nevada Test Site and 

is about 60 miles NW of Las Vegas. We had a "ham shack" 
up the mountain slop and away from the base camp itself. 
The location was very radio quiet. I strung some 
multi-hundred foot beverages on the ground (just lay the 
wire on the ground and no termination) and used a stock 
Icom R-70 receiver (which I still think is one of the 
best receivers ever made). 


I used TUK back in Maine, WWVB, KDWN (720) and 

a couple of Russian LWBC stations as my frequency standards 
and learned to tune the receiver to within 10 cycles 

of whomever I was trying to snag. Being exactly on freq 

is more important then any other factor. I've seen guys 
right in the middle of noisy San Jose copy beacons hundreds 
of miles away with an active whip because they were spot-on 
frequency (an active whip is deaf as a post compared to 

a beverage). 


I often went home to Louisiana to visit and took my R-70 
with me. I'd go out in the country side and find a 


long fence around a pasture that didn't have a power line 
hanging right over it. I'd take some long clip leads 

and a long screwdriver to drive into the ground. 

I just clipped on each strand until I found a "hot" one 
and the beacons rolled in. In the east, most fence posts 
are made of wood so I could get away with that. 

Sometimes I had to look at a few pastures to find 

a "hot" wire. Be careful not to hook to an electric fence! 


I used several home-brew transmitters, settling ona 
VMOS output design. The antenna was a 50-foot "T" 
vertical with capacitive top-loading, a capacitive 
counter-poise on the ground made of chicken wire and 
a base loading coil. The chicken wire is the secret. 
And never wind a big coil and put it in the top of 

an LF antenna! You're wasting your time and killing 
your antenna. My beacon was copied all over the West 
and as far east as Texas. 


I held all the distance records for a short while, and 
I think I still hold the longest SSB beacon reception at 
890 miles. Shortly after that, Mike copied a beacon on 
the Atlantic side for the first coast-to-coast. 

Since then, Hawaii has been copied in California. 

I don't think anyone has acheived a west-east coast to 
coast yet. The guys back east think they have too much 
noise, but I don't buy it. They told me you couldn't 
break the 1000-mile barrier, until I did it. Then lots 
of people did. Unlike the other ham bands, there are 
still records to be set and barriers to be challenged 
on low power long wave. It can be done. 

It's a supremely challenging band. 


I'll add here that the vast majority of the beacons 
received were sticking to the legal one-watt input power 
and 50 foot antenna rules. I know, I've done the 
calculations and there's just "no way" a radiated power 
of a couple of microwatts can go 1000-2000 miles and be 
detected by my poor R-70, but I still have the tapes in 
my archives if anyone wants to hear them. 

I have copy of Brice Anderson's straight-arrow rig and 
35-foot antenna from both Louisiana and Nevada. 


Now, the firebottle connection: 

Does anyone know of a commercial or military hollow-state 
receiver that tunes this band and can be reliably 
calibrated to within 10 cycles? I want one for two 
reasons. First is noise floor. A solid-state synthi 


radio always suffers from switching noise and even the 

few DB in the R-70's background can cover a tiny beacon 
signal. Secondly, a tube front-end usually doesn't suffer 
from all those nasty non-linear products that plague 
sandbox front-ends. 


73 DE Dave Stinson AB5S 
arc5@ix.netcom.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: Greg Carter <kx4r@mindspring.com> 

Subject: 2 New BA's Arrived Today 

Message-ID: <199605160357 . XAAQ03678@borg .mindspring.com> 


Howdy gang! 


Today, upon returning home from work, I found on my porch two 

very large boxes. Like a kid at Christmas, I hurriedly took the packages 
down to the BA Inspection Room (which also doubles as my basement) 

and opened them up ! 


The first contained a very nice looking Johnson Ranger II complete with 
the original manual containing the following handwritten paragraph inside 
the front page: 


Viking Ranger II, Model 240-162 Serial # 01243 

Distributor from whom purchased: Philip J. LeMarch-salesman 
Orlando, Fla for Amateur Electronic Supply - Milwaukee- Chicago 
Factory Wired by E.F. Johnson Co., Waseca, Minn. 

Purchased new Jan 17, 1962 


At first glance: cabinet in good shape...no paint chips, no dings or dents. 
Front panel very good to excellent....only a few chipped areas around 

the corners of the VFO . Overall very good and should clean up nicely ! 

No time tonight for the smoke test..... more to come when further tests are made. 


Now for the second box...... a very very nice Hallicrafters SX-71. The enclosed 
manual is a copy but my enthusiasm isn't quelled because of the excellent 
cosmetic shape of the receiver. What a classy looking front panel....all black 
with white lettering....two large slide rule dials, one for main tuning and 

one for 

bandspread ! Overall the cabinet is good, no dents or dings but the silver 
paint of the top flip-open lid could use a re-do. 

There WILL be time to test this one tonight for sure...... the next little 

while is 

spent making ready a suitable speaker and antenna connection. I quickly 


hook it up to my 300' E/W receive wire that I use on 160! The gentleman from 
whom this receiver was purchased said that it was in daily use so once 

I determined all the tubes were properly seated in their sockets, I proceeded 
to the Power On switch. 


Upon power up, everything looks normal..... nice bluish/purple glow from the OD3, 
all filaments of the glass tubes are lit....now for the volume. 
Unbelievable.... 


beautiful audio coming from the speaker connected to this 45 year old receiver ! 
A hasty check of the 5 bands shows signals everywhere but Band 3 (5 -13 Mc). 
Could have something to do with the bandswitch..... further investigation 

will be 

necessary this weekend when I have more time. 


But for now..... bandswitch goes to Band 1..... dial to where I think the 
local AM station 

should be....low and behold, there it is 1450 kc WBHF Cartersville...pretty 
dang 

close to the marking on the dial that's supposed to be 1.450 Mc ! 

And here's where the old girl stays for the next 2 hours listening to the 
Atlanta Braves 

lose a close one to the Pirates ! Oh well, I can live with that blemish on 
an otherwise 

perfect evening ! 


Thanks for allowing me to share the excitement that only old tube type gear 
can give ! 

73 for now es cul ! 

Greg KX4R 

kx4r@mindspring.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: "James C. Garland" <garland@MPS.OHIO-STATE.EDU> 
Subject: Re: 6146 vs. 8298 

Message-ID: <Q1I4S4B94LTG8X2XES@MPS.OHIO-STATE.EDU> 


Thanks all, for the questions to my puzzle. It is universally agreed that 
the 8298 is a 6146B. The first-place winner gets my NIB Collins KW-1 as a 
prize. 

73, 


Jim W8ZR 


PS. Oops, I accidentally deleted the winner's call and address. Oh well, 
there'll always be a next time. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: kj7£@micron.net (Terry Dobler) 

Subject: Amateur Radio 

Message-ID: <mQuK2NM-Q00QXCC@misO1.micron.net> 


Guys, 
Here is a copy of my note LHJ. See you again after Dayton. 
Terry KJ7F 


KAKA KIKI KAKI KIKI AK IK IKK IKI IK III ICI IK III IKI IK ICI IK III ICRI IK IK 
Dear Editor, 


I would like to suggest that you do an article about Ham Radio 
operators in your fine magazine. That way your readers will 
become informed about our hobby. This, in my mind, would be 
far superior to an appology or a retraction. 


Terry Ham Radio Callsign KIJ7F 


From: Ladies' Home Journal <lhj@mdp.com> 
To: kc4zv@iquest.com 
Subject: article in lhj june 1996 - Reply 


| 

| 

| 

[he nsensett 

| Thank you for taking the time to voice your concerns about one 

| sentence that appeared in our June article, "How Long Should It 

| Last." This information was given to us by a spokesperson for the 
| Consumer Electronics Manufacturers Association (CEMA), during a 

| telephone interview. She said, in effect, "There is little you 

| can do about static, except to report those who cause it--illegal 
| airwave users, such as amateur radio stations--to the FCC." We 

| have passed your comments along to CEMA. 

| 

| 


The editors 


kj7£@micron.net - http://netnow.micron.net/~kj7£ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 


From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 
Subject: AN/SRR-11A longwave set plays (kinda) 
Message-ID: <9605162041.AA02688@taku> 


I cheated and soldered a power cord on, for now! 


The set plays, but with a 40' outside antenna I 
can BARELY get the Boston AM station on 590 kc. 
The calibrator comes in but not at an earthshaking 
level. I hear various noises and hash down to 

14 kc.... 


Any guesses? Believe it or not, an engineer here 

at work had some experience with one in the Navy. He 
said that their application used some sort of external 
local osc generator, which ran out of juice at one 
point and the SRR went dead. His solution was to switch 
a switch inside the rig, to use the internal osc. 

I doubt that is my problem but without the manual (yet) 
I will check for that switch inside the rx. 


That projection dial is kinda neat! 


73, 
--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: provero@connix.com 

Subject: Re: AN/SRR-11A longwave set plays (kinda) 
Message-ID: <199605162207 .SAA20386@comet.connix.com> 


The antennas options for the SRR-11/12/13/13A are a little unusual -- 
the radios were used on shore, ships, subs, aircraft. 


Links 0101 and 0102 are used to change the antenna impedance -- default 
is HIGH impedance. 


The receiver may also be rigged to use external AGC -- another set of 
links. 

P.J. "Josh" Rovero email: pjr@ocean-surveys.com Ocean 
Surveys, Inc. www: http://www.ocean-surveys.com 91 Sheffield 
Street VOX: (860) 388-4631 


Old Saybrook, CT 06475 fax: (860) 388-5879 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: arc5@ix.netcom.com (David Stinson ) 

Subject: ARC-5 R-24/BC-946 Receiver Info 

Message-ID: <199605161353.GAAQ3289@dfw-1ix4.ix.netcom.com> 


Hello Jim/Al1l. 
I'm very sorry to take so long getting back 
to you on this. I get behind sometimes. 


You wrote: 

>I would like to know a little more about the BC-946 
>(Navy R-24?)any other Broadcast Band Command Sets. 
>How hard to find are they? 

The BC-946 is not as common as the ham-band rigs but 
is harder to find, especially in an un-chopped-up state. 
People put more bone-headed mods in this rig then 

any other. They usually discarded the BFO coil, too. 
I wish I knew who wrote the "throw away the BFO coil" 
conversion article, so I could do something evil 

to the old poop's grave site. 


The R-24 is a rare unit; I have only seen one and was 
lucky enough to acquire it. It had a single antenna 
jack for a "T" antenna and dual antenna jacks for a loop. 


>Was a DF loop part of the original lash-up? 

The R-24 was used directly with a loop. They DFed 

BC stations in State-Side training and in the Pacific. 
The BC-946 was almost always used with an external 

ZB-3 series UHF converter. Home base modulated a 200 MC 
carrier with 550-1000 KC subcarriers and put the homing 
beacon information on them-- sort of a crude, early 
multiplex signal. The converter mixed the 200 MC down 
and the BC-946 detected the BCB subcarriers. 


>Seems odd that laison rcvrs like BC-348 excluded the BCB. 
>Was this to eliminate the distraction temptation of the crew? 
It was more a cost- and weight-saving measure. The radio 
manufacturers had to compete in a "“low-bid" environment much 
of the time, or had to meet Uncle Stupid's specs at the 

least cost. There was simply no need 

for BCB in a liason radio. 


73 DE Dave Stinson AB5S 
arc5@ix.netcom.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: jcreid@CCGATE.HAC.COM 

Subject: Re:BA FAX 

Message-ID: <9604168322 .AA832267313@CCGATE.HAC.COM> 


Never mind the BA FAX, tell us more about Sprout! Heh. 


-Jim N6SVS 
jcreid@ccgate.hac.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: "Allan Fritsche" <fritsche@msn.com> 

Subject: BeesWax and the S-85 

Message-ID: <UPMAILO3.199605170203200750@msn . com> 


I couldn't beleive it. My first stop on the way home from work at a sewing 
shop yiled me a small round bar of beeswax for my S-85 Problem. 
80 centavos. 


Now Ive never had a problem over the last 30 years in stringing caps with 
out having to apply bees wax. I think I got a what is known as a mind set. 
i.e. If you got to use an aid something is wrong. 


But this dam little radio wipped my arse. 

BTW, I couldn't see much difference after application, but like I said in the 
last 

message, when its 90% in the shop you don't wait to long to check results. 
Thanks Gang, for all that replied. 

Al 


fritsche@msn.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: Andy Howard WA4KCY <102452.362@CompuServe.COM> 
Subject: Re: Black Wrinkle Paint Question 

Message-ID: <960516152555_ 102452 .362_DHT81-1@CompuServe. COM> 


>Hi Gang, 


>I picked up a can of Zinolyte Black Wrinkle spray paint from 


t>he 


local hardware store. The directions for use make no mention 


>of surface preparation. I'm wondering if spraying on a coat of 

>primer would result in a better over-all job, or if it is better 

>=not= to use primer on a wrinkle type paint? Anybody have experience 

>with this that could help? 

>I do plan to strip the metal cabinet down to bare metal before re-finishing. 


>Thanks! 
>Chip Owens, NWOO 
owens@stout.atd.ucar.edu 


RE: Using wrinkle finish paint. 


Chip, 


Through the years I have used wrinkle finish on all the panels of my homebrew 
transmitters. I have never used any primer at all. Just paint the wrinkle on the 


bare 


metal following the directions on the can. Paint with strokes in one 


direction and wait a few minutes and finish the application with strokes in the 
opposite direction. I have found that once the paint is applied putting it out 
in the hot sun really makes it work. You can see the wrinkling "crawl" across 
the painted piece. 


Good 


Andy 


Luck! 


Howard, WA4KCY 
KAKA KIKI IK IA KIKI AK AIK IKI KIKI IK IK III IK IKI IK A I I I 
Andy Howard, WA4KCY 
102452 .362@Compuserve.com 

WA4KCY@usa.net 

Southeastern Director 

AM International 
Certificate Number 9 
<>< 
Collector, Restorer, Builder 


KKK KKK K IKK KAI IK IKK KIKI KIKI III IKK III IK IKK KKK 
Internet Home Page: 
http: //ourworld. compuserve.com/homepages/sweetbay 
KK KI KK IKK K III KKK KIKI III KIKI III KIKI KI IKI KKK IIIA III IIIA IIIA III IK IKI 
"Is this material Universe a mere aggregate of fortuitous 
combinations of matter, or is it the result and work of 
intelligence, acting upon a plan?" 


AMI #9 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: provero@connix.com 

Subject: Re: BOATANCHORISM=LUDDITISM? 

Message-ID: <199605160116.VAA12409@comet.connix.com> 


Hmmm.... 


My radio shack and computer hut are the same room. 6 HF receivers (4 
hollow, 2 solid state), 2 digital computers, plus combined technical 
library. Several other devices devoted to connecting computers and 
radios. 


Luddite? I don't think so. I *likex radios. All mine are fed from the 
same antenna and feed a common audio distribution system. The 40-50 
year old radios often sound just as good or even better than the 3-10 
year old solid-state stuff. 


Listening to a 43 year old radio as I type this....... 


P.J. "Josh" Rovero email: pjr@ocean-surveys.com Ocean 
Surveys, Inc. www: http://www.ocean-surveys.com 91 Sheffield 
Street VOX: (860) 388-4631 

Old Saybrook, CT 06475 fax: (860) 388-5879 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 

From: Jay Wilson <ac6gr@tribeca.ios.com> 

Subject: Re: BOATANCHORISM=LUDDITISM? 

Message-ID: <Pine.BSD.3.91.960516120646 .2677A-100000@tribeca.ios.com> 


Oh, I disagree! 


The Luddiite would not consider technology at any level, let alone the 
historical respect BAers have for the radio art. My closest friend is 
what I would call a Luddite. He visited me once as I was ending a CW qso 
(admittedly on a rice box). He watched as I tapped on a paddle key, then 
I heard him quietly say "wierd". I started laughing so hard, I barely got 
a "73" out! 


Cheers de Jay 
AC6GR 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: Bill Sorsby <bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com> 
Subject: Re: BOATANCHORISM=LUDDITISM? 

Message-ID: <199605161612.LAA16193@dlep1.itg.ti.com> 


While using BoatAnchors exclusively for communication and working on them in 
preference to newer stuff might be considered a minor form of Ludditism, I 
doubt that BoatAnchor collecting, per se, falls into that category any more 
than coin collecting would. 


Of course, anyone collecting BoatAnchors who drives an antique car and lives 
in a historical house furnished with antiques would be suspect... 


Regards, 
Bill Sorsby, N5BU 


KK KI KK KKK KIKI IKK III IKI IKI IKI KIKI IK III III IKI II 
bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com 

Views expressed herein are no one's fault but mine. 
KKK KIK KKK KIKI KKK KIKI IK IKK KIKI III IKK IIIA IIIA III 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: Andy Howard WA4KCY <102452.362@CompuServe.COM> 
Subject: Collins Ceramic Caps 

Message-ID: <960516191411_ 102452 .362_DHT97-1@CompuServe. COM> 


Hi Gang, 


Looking for Collins Ceramic Antenna Trimmers 8-50 mmf. Need 3 of them. They are 
common to Collins S-Line and KWM2. Anyone out there have a parts unit? Any help 
will be greatly appreciated. 


Andy, WA4KCY 
AMI 49 
Carrollton, GA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 

From: afpgreg@state.me.us (Paul V. Gregory) 

Subject: Collins Rx Screws 

Message-ID: <199605161014.GAA21090@gatekeeper.ddp.state.me.us> 


Ahoy, 

I need a coupla of the black, phillips head screws used to attach 
the face plate found on 51J's or 75A's receivers. This plate surrounds both 
frequency displays and both models' escutcheon is adhered to this plate as 
well. Yes, I've tried local hardware stores to no avail. 

I realise my need suggests that during my infancy I endured some 
sort of inordinant resistance to toilet training, but staring at these voids 
on my otherwise perfect receiver is DRIVING ME NUTS! They're like a pimple 
square on the tip a prom date's nose! 

--Paul 
email: 
afpgreg@state.me.us 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: "James C. Garland" <garland@MPS.OHIO-STATE.EDU> 
Subject: Re: Collins Rx Screws 

Message-ID: <OQ1I4RW4MXCIG8X2XES@MPS.OHIO-STATE.EDU> 


At 10:20 AM 5/16/96 -0500, you wrote: 

> Ahoy, 

> I need a coupla of the black, phillips head screws used to attach 
>the face plate found on 51)'s or 75A's receivers. This plate surrounds both 
>frequency displays and both models' escutcheon is adhered to this plate as 
>well. Yes, I've tried local hardware stores to no avail. 

> I realise my need suggests that during my infancy I endured some 
>sort of inordinant resistance to toilet training, but staring at these voids 
>on my otherwise perfect receiver is DRIVING ME NUTS! They're like a pimple 
>square on the tip a prom date's nose! 

> --Paul 

> email: 
>afpgreg@state.me.us 

> 

> 

> 

I've faced the same problem with the black S-line screws. I ended up buying 
pan-head stainless steel phillips screws from a hardware store, and spraying 
the heads black. I found that Krylon satin finish matches the original color 
very well. I bake the screws in the oven at 150 degrees F for a couple of 
hours, and take care screwing them in so that I don't chip the paint. 
Regards, 


Jim W8ZR 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 

From: Cal Eustaquio N6KYR <ceustaqu@dot.w6bhz.calpoly.edu> 

Subject: Re: Collins Rx Screws 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.960516150754 .13190C -100000@dot.w6bhz.calpoly.edu> 


Paul: 

Ever consider painting or dyting the screws yourself? That happened to me 
sometime back when I was restoring an HQ-110. The only trouble is that 
the screws were rusted. Ended up removing the screws and sanding off the 
rust, then painting over the heads with zinc chromate, and then painting 
on a black finish (I used gloss black but matte would probably be best). 
Another "method of attack" would be to bring those aforementioned screws 
to a gunsmith who specializes in parkerizing. This is a process that 
applies a St. James Grey type finish to the screws. This is needed so 
that weapons don't give off a tell-tale glare to the enemy! In any event, 
I hope that this little hint helps. Long live the boatanchors. Cal. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: dma@IslandNet.com (Jan Skirrow) 

Subject: Re: Collins Rx Screws 

Message-ID: <mQuKCVa-000W32C@comm.amtsgi.bc.ca> 


> Ahoy, 

> I need a coupla of the black, phillips head screws used to attach 
>the face plate found on 51)'s or 75A's receivers. This plate surrounds both 
>frequency displays and both models' escutcheon is adhered to this plate as 
>well. Yes, I've tried local hardware stores to no avail. 

> I realise my need suggests that during my infancy I endured some 
>sort of inordinant resistance to toilet training, but staring at these voids 
>on my otherwise perfect receiver is DRIVING ME NUTS! They're like a pimple 
>square on the tip a prom date's nose! 

> --Paul 


This kind of problem is one of <<the>> big frustrations with boatanchor 
restorations. Rusted hardware, missing or mis-matched stuff, etc. It seems 
harder and harder to find good quality (rather than badly made off-shore 
junk) non-metric hardware. A recent hunt, for example, for 3x56 screws for a 
command set was met with repeated "they don't make that size". I did find 
some - but they were very badly made, and too long to boot. 


Anyone have a good source for quality hardware? They usual electronic 
suppliers don't carry much any more. 


Jan Skirrow, VE7DIX 
dma@islandnet.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: Andy Howard WA4KCY <102452.362@CompuServe. COM> 
Subject: Copy of: Insult to 600,000 Radio Amateurs 
Message-ID: <960516033538_102452.362_DHT81-1@CompuServe. COM> 


eee Forwarded Message ---------- 


From: Andy Howard WA4KCY, 102452,362 
TO: Ladies Home Journal, INTERNET:1hj@mdp.com 
DATE: 5/15/96 11:23 PM 


RE: Copy of: Insult to 600,000 Radio Amateurs 
Ladies Home Journal 
Gentlemen (or should I say Ladies?): 


This is in response to your article regarding cordless telephone interference. 
First of all whoever researched the article should be "fired" from your 
organization for such reckless and incompetent reporting. 


I would like to state a few facts for your consumption. First of all I have been 
a radio amateur for 34 years and did not just fall off the turnip truck when it 
comes to radio... The Amateur Radio Service is licensed by the Federal 
Communications Commission and is completely "legal". We are trained in 
electronics and in most cases the Morse code. We do everything that is possible 
to eliminate and problems with our neighbors because of our radio emissions. 


Cordless telephones fall within the category of Part 15 of the FCC rules and 
regulations. It might be a good idea for someone at Ladies Home Journal to go 
out and buy a cordless telephone and see what the disclaimer has to say about 
interference. Cordless telephones are not protected from interference. You 
mention "static". First of all static is not man made. It is the by-product of 
lightning. You suggest reporting anyone who causes "static" to the FCC. Since 
static and lightning falls under the category of "Acts of God" I take it that 
you would have cordless telephone owners report God to the FCC. 


See what happens when you report on things that you know absolutely nothing 
about and do not check your so called expert sources. You reduce a highly 
respected publication to the level of such gems of journalistic excellence as 
"National Inquirer" and scores of other laughable publications available at the 
supermarket check out line. 


The 600,000 plus radio amateurs in this country who devote their own time to 
provide communications during disasters have a right, no, they demand a 
retraction of this attempt to give amateur radio a black eye. 


I take it as a personal smear on all radio amateurs and most especially an 
attempt to reduce my operation of a legally licensed radio station to the level 
of a "pirate" or someone who is somehow breaking the law. It might also interest 
you to know that a great number of radio amateurs are "Ladies" and probably 
subscribe to your magazine. 


Andrew E. Howard, Sr. 
105 Sweet Bay Lane 
Carrollton, GA 30116 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: tony@bright.net 

Subject: Dayton Weather Update 

Message-ID: <199605161459.KAA09943@brutus.bright.net> 


Well, it is Ohio in May, so it did indeed change. :) 


Current forecast: Thursday, 40% chance of rain; Friday, chance of 
scattered showers or thunderstorms, lows in the 60s, highs in the 80s; 
Saturday and Sunday, about the same as Friday, slightly greater 
chance of rain, highs still in the 80s. Sounds muggy to me. 


Think I'll leave the floppy sun hat at home. :) 
C U There! 


Tony N8SNC 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: "James C. Garland" <garland@MPS.OHIO-STATE.EDU> 
Subject: Re: Dayton Weather Update 

Message-ID: <O01I4RSG71UPG8X2XES@MPS.OHIO-STATE.EDU> 


At 10:02 AM 5/16/96 -0500, you wrote: 

>Well, it is Ohio in May, so it did indeed change. :) 

> 

>Current forecast: Thursday, 40% chance of rain; Friday, chance of 
>scattered showers or thunderstorms, lows in the 60s, highs in the 80s; 
>Saturday and Sunday, about the same as Friday, slightly greater 
>chance of rain, highs still in the 80s. Sounds muggy to me. 

> 

>Think I'll leave the floppy sun hat at home. :) 

> 

>C U There! 


> 
>Tony N8SNC 
> 


Additional info: It has been raining pretty much non-stop this week in Ohio, 
with serious flooding along many Ohio rivers. The ground is saturated with 
moisture, and reservoirs are full and overflowing. There are puddles 
everywhere. Annual rainful for the year is twice normal. It's drizzling 
now, following a heavy ground fog this morning. Yesterday, there was an inch 
plus more rain. 


Jim W8ZR 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: Drake TR-4 series questions 

Message-ID: <9605162050.AA02694@taku> 


Hail, tubists. 


I have been enjoying the TR-3 I picked up this 
past weekend. However, you have to manually 
switch from tx to rx on CW. 


I saw an ad for the TR-4Cw, which notes that 
this version has a built-in sidetone and 
break-in relay. 


Does the TR-4 have this? How about the TR-4C? 


I'd go on to ask if they all that the same noise 
blanker option, but that would get too confusing. 
oo) 


73, 
--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 

From: rdkeys@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu 

Subject: First International BA/GB Firebottle Rallye This Weekend 
Message-ID: <9605162255.AA100227@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 


QST QST QST DE NA4G NA4G K 


FIRST INTERNATIONAL BOATANCHORITE/GLOBUGGITE FIREBOTTLE RALLYE 


Well, I find that the XYL and the Harmonics are outta town this weekend 
to bowling tourneys, an' de ol' man is uninvited..... CEE Pes be Well, that 
means PARTY TIME on the ol' BA/GB QRG dit dit...... 


Let use see how many o' de ol' gaspin' geezers et geezerettes we can get 
a'firin' up their treasured bottle burners Friday and Saturday nights. 
Why, I may even fire up ol' Grandma Hartley, or run ol' arcusfivus up 

fer tha funzies of it...... mebbee, even fires up ol' Behemothus BCus375us! 


So's fer the funzies of it, I challenges all ye fine Boatanchorites an' 
Glowbuggites to grapples ye up yer tin cannes atops yer noggins, readyes 
ye yer keying devices at the fore, an' stokes ye up yer bottleburners, 
for a JANuine Boatanchorite/Glowbuggite Firebottle Rallye! 


1. Use ye yer treasured bottleburners, glowing brightly. 

2. QTR: 0000 UTC Saturday, 18 May 96 --- 0600 UTC Monday, 20 May 96. 
3. QRG: 7051RO000 or 3579R545 or 1802R500 KHZ +/- QRM/QRN 

4. Call: CQ BA DE yourcall kK 

5. Info: Exchange CALL, NAME, QTH, TX, RX, POWER, SEQUENCE NUMBER 


(The sequence number is just a running number total for 
each QSO, kinda like them thar ricenboxen contests). 


6. Scoring: Score 1 point for each QSO (multiple bands same call OK). 


Multiply by 1 for over 100 watts YOUR output power. 
2 for 10-100 watts YOUR output power. 
4 for 1-10 watts YOUR output power. 
10 for less than 1 watt YOUR output power. 


Multiply by 1 for commercial/military/assembled rig. 
2 for kit or homebrew rig vfo or xtal control 
(except 1 tuber, below). 
3 for a Hartley, TNT, TPTG, Colpitts 1 tube 
self controlled 1929 or earlier oscillator. 


Multiply by 1 for commercial/military/assembled rx. 
2 for kit or homebrew rx (except regen, below). 
3 for a regenerative 1 or 2 tuber rx. 


Multiply by 1 for North American 2-way QSO 
3 for North American-Alaska 2-way QSO 
5 for North American-Europe or Hawaii or Asia QSO 


(Maybe this will interest some of the Non-US 
Boatanchor/Glowbug folks.) 


Total = summation (qsol x mult1) + (qso2 x mult2)..... etc. 


From this, you can see that you can change rigs, power, 
etc., at any time and still keep rollin’ in the QSO's. 
Just keep track of the fine details..... 


You may work only one qso per call on identical gear. IFF you 
change gear (rx or tx on you end) you may make a second qso 
at a later time. 


Try to stick to the appointed QRG so we don't roust up the 
daemon fires from the net folks running traffic nets just 
below us on 80 meters, or overrun W1AW during code runs. 


Run the entire 48 hours if you want to, but the best times 
are obviously after dark path for 80 meters, but 40 may even 
be good during the daytime. On 160, good luck. 


7. Report: Report scoring to Boatanchor Bob/NA4G via email next week 
The winner will geta...... (well, I will think of something, at 
least some sort of wallpaper or dud fireless bottle or something!). 


So, the challenge it be a'given, an' we will see's ye aboard the QRG 
for a fine OT Glow-in-the-darker JANuine Boatanchorite/Globuggite Firebottle 
Rallye! 


73/ZUT DE NA4G/Bob UP 


SCORING LOG SHEET: 


Note - QSO number © is an example only 
Note - T, R, and D are multipliers for Transmitter Receiver and Distance of QSO 


OMAN ADO KRWNHER 


If you make more than 20 QSO's, I will leave the additional numbering to you! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: Emile Imberman/US/3Com 

Subject: FS and Questions 

Message-ID: <9605161652.AA1036@hqsmtp.ops.3com. com> 


Hi, 
I am new to the Boatanchor and enjoy reading the Mail. I have a couple of 
questions and a For Sale. 


Questions- Recently purchased an HT37 to use with my HQ170 and need to locate: 
1. 11 PIN plug, configured to be compatible for the HT37. 


2. A set of screws for the cover. 


3. Anyone have any suggestions on painting the covers (top and 
bottom) . 


For Sale- 3 S38 Hallicrafters. Model B,D,E. All in nice condition and intact 
with tubes, knobs bottoms, backs, labels, etc. I even have a copy of 
documentation. They were plugged in and powered up when I purchased them at 
various times, but no work has been done to them. 


Anyone interested can contact me for more info. Price is $60 per or 
$150 for the three, plus shipping from Garland, Texas. Need to make room for 
the AVT37 4 62s watts 


Emile Imberman, KG5CY 
"Emile_Imberman@3Mail .3Com.com" 
Days- 214-628-2122 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: dma@IslandNet.com (Jan Skirrow) 

Subject: Re: FS and Questions 

Message-ID: <mQuKCVT-O000W2uUC@comm.amtsgi.bc.ca> 


>Hi, 

> I am new to the Boatanchor and enjoy reading the Mail. I havea 

couple of 

>questions and a For Sale. 

> 

>Questions- Recently purchased an HT37 to use with my HQ170 and need to locate: 
> 1. 11 PIN plug, configured to be compatible for the HT37. 

> 

> 2. A set of screws for the cover. 


The 11 pin "octal" style plug is available from Allied Electronics. If you 
don't have their catalog, e-mail me for the part and telephone number. I 
think they have a minimum order, so if this is all you need right now, I can 
probably supply you with a satisfactory plug. I'm not sure what you mean by 
"configured for ..." Do you have the schematic that gives the pin-outs? My 
HT-37 has modifications on this socket, so you probably should check before 
connecting anything valuable up to your soon to be new plug! 


By cover screws, I assume you mean the two on each side that hold the halves 
of the case together? Or do you mean the ones one the bottom that hold the 
case to the chassis, and the rubber feet to the case? On my HT-37 the side 
ones are standard 6-32 hardware, and the bottom ones, as I recall, are 8-32. 
Maybe yours are different??? 


Let me know if you need more info. 


Jan Skirrow, VE7DIX 
dma@islandnet.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: Dale Richardson <aa5xe@cibola.net> 


Subject: FS: 4CX1500, 8122 
Message-ID: <9605160143 .AA13752@cibola.net> 


I have the following tubes for sale: 


Tube Qty Price 

4CX1500 1 $400 NIB 
4CX1500 2 $200 ea (used) 
8122 1 $100 


Price does not include shipping. 
I can be contacted at: aadbxe@cibola.net 
or Phone 915-821-3472 


Tnx es 73, 


Dale AA5XE 
Dale N. Richardson, AA5XE 
email aabxe@cibola.net 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: John Wieder <jwieder@gunnison.com> 

Subject: Halli front panel screws 

Message-ID: <199605161721.LAA16335@gunnison. com> 


Anyone going to Dayton (or otherwise)....Looking for the front panel screws 
and rings that match the HT32B and SX115. Have tried lots of hardward 
stores, etc but can't any of the new stuff that matches. TNX for your help! 
73 John WAOJIYI 

jwieder@gunnison.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: WB20DHJIM@aol.com 

Subject: Hallicrafter SX42, HT18 ???? 

Message-ID: <960516004618_536251699@emout09.mail.aol.com> 


As I'm getting ready to move and cleaning out my storage room, I'm 
questioning if there is and interest in a Hallicrafter SxX42 (1 qty.) and 

HT18 (2 qty.)? The condition of all three items is very good and they all 
work. Can anyone tell me what these items are going for? I guess the best 
offer will take them as single items or as a package. 


Jim 
wb2odhjim@aol.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: Morris Odell <morriso@vifp.monash.edu.au> 
Subject: Hamfest down under 

Message-ID: <199605160513 .PAA24779@vifp.monash.edu.au> 


Hi all, 


What with all the mouth-watering descriptions of hamfests posted here on 
the list, we Aussies have good cause to be a little envious. I went along 
to a major such function here in Melbourne last week,and thought I'd 
describe what I saw. 


Very little to interest the BA collector, as it turns out. There was never 
as big an electronics industry here as in the US and what BA type equipment 
that was made here does not really compare with what was imported from the 
US and UK. There were a few large pieces of mainly disembowelled VHF radio 
gear from the 50s and 60s. One interesting item was a large dummy load from 
a Japanese TV tranmitter. It was rated at 850 Watts continuous and was 
quite large with lots of fins. The asking price was $100. There were a few 
old style HP DC only VTVMs for $40 and some very neat switched RF 
attenuators for $100. 


The selection of parts was quite good with lots of tubes and CRTs at 
reasonable prices, lots of ceramic insulated variables - transmitting and 
butterfly types. There were lots of odds and ends - ceramic insulators, air 
wound coil stock, crystals, tube sockets, 400 volt electrolytics, power 
transformers etc. 


There were no BA receivers, transmitters or high quality test gear. A clean 
FT101E was $650. 


Of course the ricebox importers were well represented. The most depressing 
thing I saw was a catalogue from one of the major importers. There were 
lots of devices of unimaginable complexity and (IMHO) little usefulness, 
such as the digital voice recorder for calling CQ!! Tubes were still listed 
for unbelievable prices - 6C4s were $21 each new! I'm glad I have quite a 
few stashed away for the R390A. In fact the tube collection is starting to 
look like a good investment; at those prices maybe I should get a safe 
deposit box to store them in :-) 


73 
Morris Odell VK3DOC Melbourne, Australia 


morriso@vifp.monash.edu.au 
http://www. vifp.monash.edu.au/CFM/staff/mo.html 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: jcreid@CCGATE.HAC.COM 

Subject: HP 141T interface 

Message-ID: <9604168322 .AA832285775@CCGATE.HAC .COM> 


Gang, 

After some serious dumpster diving yesterday, I found an important interface 
cable to hook my HP spectrum analyzer to a conventional oscilloscope. With the 
interface box slipped in between, the scope can take and store a snapshot of the 
waveform being displayed on the spec a. Does anyone have any information on an 
HP8750 storage/normalizer? The box is obviously silicon-based, but I can sneak 
the tie in to BA-ness with the CRT's. Delete this message at will. 


-Jim N6SVS 
jcreid@ccgate.hac.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: "D.D. Todd" <dube3@n-link.com> 

Subject: Re: Iam screwed again 

Message-ID: <319AAD89.41EF@mail.n-link.com> 


Allan Fritsche wrote: 
> 
> Gang, why doesn't the junk you can buy from Rat Shack fit the older parts. 


Easy... Newer stuff has gone metric. 
73, 
Dube Todd AB5AP dube3@n-link.com 


If we had to tolerate in others all that we permit in 
ourselves, life would be completely unbearable. 
- Georges Courtelline 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: "Jim Berry" <basalop@eskimo.com> 

Subject: Re: In Defense of RS 

Message-ID: <199605160620. XAAQ0382@mail.eskimo.com> 


> <<SNIP>> 


> >electronics knowledge. But I must also say in defense of the Shack 
> >that they've saved my behind many times. My job often involves 


> Dick Dillman 


In the mid 70's when my little part of the Navy just fielded a minicomputer 
to swallow the huge backload of message tfc, we were able to keep the thing 
up and running because Shxt-Shack always had the TTL chips we needed when 
Naval Supply System hadn't a clue to what we were trying to order! (not 

-- CHOMP- - 


VV VV VV 


Had to toss in another one ... Even though Radio Shaft charges for 
thier catalogs, they still save me big bucks. I look in their catalog 
for a price. I then go to a "real electronics parts store" and buy 

the part usually for AT LEAST half the RS price and it of much much 
better quality. 


KK AIK KKK KIKI KIKI KIKI II KIKI KIA IKI KIKI III IIA III IK III 
aK 

Jim Berry K7SLI. QTH: Marysville, Wa (Near Seattle) 
Email: basalop@eskimo.com FAX: 360-659-1360 

Ham Digital: K7SLI @ K7SLI.#NWWA.WA.USA.NA 

KK AIK KK KKK III KIKI KIKI III KIKI III IIIA IIA IRI 
KK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: ab4el@nando.net (ab4el) 

Subject: K2IEO in 1961 callbok... 

Message-ID: <9605161231.AA10145@nando.net.nando.net> 


Paul-- 
My Summer 1961 Callbook lists: 
K2IEO Albert N. Into, Jr., 1305 Drew Ct., Haddonfield, NJ 


73/Steve/AB4EL ab4el@nando.net 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 


Subject: KB9GKX/AA! !! 
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.960515220704 .2684A-100000@indy3> 


Hi, Gang! 


Well, the header says it all--or most of it; went off to the VE tests 
(at Naval Avionics, how BA-ish: the Navy (sort of) gave the tests--well, 
they loan space to the RCA Amateur Radio Club, anyway). 

I was trying for General, nothing fancy, just wanted to get back on 
3.58 without having to be absent-minded. 


Took the CW first; did the multiple-guess test, handed over the copy, 
felt pretty good. After grading, the examiner asked if I wanted to try 
20, just for fun. So I did. Passed! (This does *xnot* mean I can copy 
20 solid--but after a couple weeks of copying ARRL practice, bulletins, 
and best of all, the shore stations (WCC, VAI and VCS especially), I've 
figured out how to anticipate words and pick the things worth writing down!) 


Took the General written. Passed. Took Advanced. Passed. Figured I 
would, from doing the online practice tests some nice fellow at Texas 
A&M has on the Web. VEs suddenly realize I have to take Tech, for which 
I have not studied. Passed anyway (not too many of those tricksy VHF 
questions). 


At this point, the weary VEs decide that after keeping them there for 
such a passel of tests, I ought to take the Extra. Failed--I hadn't 
studied a xbit,* and managed to space out what I once knew about RC time 
constants and regtangular coordinate complex impedances. Oh, 
well--there's always later. All I wanted was a General! :) 


So, after 24 years as a Novice off and on, I've finally got a Class A 
"Phone ticket! I still think I'll mostly run CW.... 


73, 
A very happy (also tired!) 
--Bobbi 


(Look for me on BA-net! QSX 3.58--but not tonight). 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com> 

Subject: Re: KB9GKX/AA!!! 

Message-ID: <199605160413 . XAA02938@zoom.bga.com> 


As Roberta J. Barmore said 
> 


> So, after 24 years as a Novice off and on, I've finally got a Class A 
> 'Phone ticket! I still think I'll mostly run CW.... 

> 

Well well well! Congratulations, Bobbi, and may you enjoy it a long 
long time. 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Hank van Cleef vancleef@bga.com vancleef@tmn.com 
KKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKEKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: KB9VU@aol.com 

Subject: Re: KB9GKX/AA!!! 

Message-ID: <960516101835_302113234@emout10.mail.aol.com> 


Great Job Bobbi! Be lookin' for u on 80. 

Mike 

kb9vu@aol.com 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: rdkeys@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu 


Subject: Re: KB9GKX/AA!!! 
Message-ID: <9605161554 .AA102158@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 


> 

> 

> Hi, Gang! 

> So, after 24 years as a Novice off and on, I've finally got a Class A 
> 'Phone ticket! I still think I'll mostly run CW.... 

> 

> 73, 

> A very happy (also tired!) 

> - -Bobbi 

> (Look for me on BA-net! QSX 3.58--but not tonight). 


Welcome aboard Bobbi! Now we cans expects yer fine finesse aboard de ol' 
BA/GB watch! Go for the extra next round for the fun of it! 


Kudos/Congrats/etc..... 


73/88/ZUT DE NA4G/Bob UP 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: "David L. Thompson" <thompson@mindspring.com> 
Subject: Ladies Home Journal has heard us 

Message-ID: <199605170023 .UAA00128@borg .mindspring.com> 


Here is a reply to another reflector regarding the insult to amateur radio. 
So far there has been no recorded response from CEMA (our EIA friends). 


Reprinted from another E-mail group:- - - - - - - - ---------- 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: PerryB1237@aol.com 
Subject: Ladies' Home Journal Has Heard You 


I have been considering whether to jump into the controversy about the 
unfortunate reference to "amateur radio stations" in the June issue of 
LADIES' HOME JOURNAL. As a ham and a lawyer for the company that publishes 
the magazine, I am either uniquely suited to comment, or uniquely 
well-advised to sit on my typing hands. Until now I have chosen the latter 
course. 


But now I do have a few thoughts to offer. 


CLARIFICATION PLANNED--As Tree's recent post advised you, the Journal plans 
to publish a clarification in an upcoming issue. Our editors are working 
with the ARRL on the form this will take, but it should correct the 
misimpression left by the June issue's reference. 


A CALL FOR UNDERSTANDING--I have read several complaints on the reflector 
about the fact the Journal editors responded to complaints initially with a 
form reply. Let me assure you that the volume of ham correspondence was 
sufficiently large that it would have been practically impossible to tailor 
an individual response to each. 


A CALL FOR PERSPECTIVE--I didn't like the statement, either, but, for the 
sake of perspective, let me note it: 


(1)was an honest mistake; 

(2)was from a source the Journal editors 
reasonably believed was authoritative; 

(3)was not the main point of the column (which 

was about how long things should last); and 
(4)was, after all, three wrong words in a 190-page 
magazine. 


A SUGGESTION FOR THE FUTURE--This is not the last time a publication will say 
something we don't like. Some (though, by all means, not all) of the Email 
received from hams by LADIES' HOME JOURNAL has been offensive, angry, 
insulting and generally over-the-top. Don't blow an opportunity to educate a 
mass-circulation magazine and its readers about our hobby by inappropriate 
and inflammatory rhetoric. 


ONE IRONY--Thank goodness for you, Barbara Leeson. Without you, our 
predominantly male hobby may not have been able to field a woman to write to 
a women's service magazine. My guess is the Journal has not published 
anything that has provoked such an overwhelmingly male response for quite 
some time. 


Well, that's my view (which, by the way, does not necessarily represent the 
view of Meredith Corporation, the publisher of LADIES' HOME JOURNAL). Maybe 
I should have sat on my typing hands. 


Perry Bradshaw 
WROG 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: gpewitt@execpc.com (Gary Pewitt) 

Subject: Lightning Detectors 

Message-ID: <199605170213.VAA18045@mail.execpc.com> 


There was a very interresting construction article in this months Scientific 
American magazine. 

It detailed how to make a coil winder for -get this- winding 50,000 turns of 
number 30 copper wire around a 1/2 " by 2 foot iron bar. Re-bar for those on 
a budgit, anealed MU metal for those who can afford it. 

With 1 to 3 of these coils arranged on up to three axis it possible to detect 
not only lightning but earthquakes. Anybody want to quess how many mh a coil 
like this would be? Frequency covered down to 4 hertz for earthquakes and 8 
to 15 hertz for lightning. The detector, filter, and power supply looked 
quite simple. Solid state with op amps but I bet some of you guys could do 
it with firebottles. Some fun. 73 de Gary N9ZSV 


spewitt@execpc.com N9OZSV 414-355-8147 Milwaukee 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 


From: rdkeys@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu 
Subject: Looking for AN/TRC-77 xtal cw rig 
Message-ID: <9605162025.AA102793@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 


About 15 years ago, Anker Electronics/Electronictown in Wilkes-Barre, PA 

had the little AN/TRC-77 2-8 mhz xtal channelized CW pack set. I was, 

as usual, one step behind, and missed getting one. Back then, they were 

about $19.95, complete, with backpack case, bag, antenna, key, headfones, 

etc. I have always had a soft spot for one of those, since that time. 

My mentor/elmer, N1iKW, used one for field days, and we used to talk about 

the thing back when I was a college-bound novice. I am probably poking in 

the wind, but,.... by any chance would any of the BA folk have a spare 
AN/TRC-77 cw pack set that they would possibly sell me? Olde Pfartes 
curiosity is getting me, and I just has to pump a little CW on one, someday.... 


73/ZUT DE NA4G/Bob 
rdkeys@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com> 

Subject: Re: Luddites 

Message-ID: <199605160409. XAAQ00640@maria.bga.com> 


As Terry O'Laughlin, RM:7135, #:6-6667 said 


> 

> 

> Your assessment of the Luddites is misguided. Luddism was, first and 
> foremost, a labor movement. The residents of Nottinghamshire and 

> Lancanstershire rose up in opposition to labor conditions akin to the 
> coal miners of Appalachia. The laborers who became known as Luddites 
> were weavers who lived in houses owned by the textile mill owners. 

> They shopped in stores owned by the mill owners. They bought their 

> cotton from the owners. They rented their looms, which they used in 
> their rented homes, from the owners. And to complete the snare, the 
> textile mill owners were the only market for the finished product, 

> which was stockings. 

> 
( 


remainder of interesting history deleted). 


While the story that I deleted is an interesting part of Luddism, it is 
not all of it. The mythical "Ned Ludd" who was opposed to automation 
machinery became generically known in many other instances where 
workers sabotaged machinery, and the term was, throughout the first 
half of the 19th century, generally used in Britain for opposition to 
automated manufacturing. 


One good general history that is readable is Paul Johnson, "The Birth 
of the Modern." He discusses the development of several technologies 
in England in the early 19th century as an integral part of a larger 
history. You can spend a lot of time studying issues of early 19th 
century British history, social systems, economics, etc., and to 
understand some of what was going on, I think it is important to find 
out about Saint-Simon, actually read some Karl Marx, and pay a lot of 
attention to August Compte, Herbert Spencer, and the rise of a body of 
sociological theory along with the chimera of Social Darwinism. I've 
come to realize, in my old age, that George Eliot (Marian Evans) gives 
more insight into this world than almost anyone else. I've reread 
Silas Marner twice in recent months, and am now working my way through 
Mill on the Floss. I think one also needs to dig deeply into labor 
history of the 19th and 20th centuries, and this is an area where it 
takes a fair amount of digging to get one's arms around anything 
resembling coherent truths---there's tons of "pop" and propaganda out 
there on that topic. 


Fernand Braudel's last work, "The Spirit of France" is also an 
excellent study that includes technology, and getting views of things 
from a French perspective (there is a hell of a lot about France that 
has no parallels in the Anglo-American traditions) helps when trying to 
look at the sociology of the development of automated manufacturing and 
factory systems in both Britain and the US. 


In re anti-automationism, its worth taking a good look at Europe during 
the 14th century, and to ask why automation did not make great inroads 
into manufacturing between 1360 and 1410---indeed, did not become a 
serious factor for nearly 400 years. The technology that was used in 
early automated spinning equipment was all available in 1350. 


So much for history---there's a lot more of it than just one incident 
during the British "Regency" period. 


I like working with old electronics for several reasons. One major 
attraction is that most of this stuff was brand new when I was younger, 
and I even had a hand in designing and building some of it. But when I 
play with it, I am not only returning to the aura of yesteryear, but 
spending some time considering what I learned in my journey from 
"Junior" to "senior" as a design engineer. And, to be perfectly 
honest, having stuff on my bench that I couldn't have afforded thirty 
or forty years ago is probably a bit of an ego trip. And, in some 
cases, some transistors and IC's that are available today sneak into 
places where they improve performance and reliability. For that 
matter, some of the stuff I have around here is 100% solid state, as 
must be obvious by my comments about valuing a Tek 575 as a real 
workhorse that I am still learning how to use effectively (even though 


I have used them for nearly forty years, as well as their 576 and 577 
successors) . 


I am somewhat bemused by this term "“boatanchor." When it comes to "big 
and heavy" the Crown DC-300A amp (in a basket) that I got handed a 
while back will give a Tek 545 or a Hallicrafters S-36A a run for their 
money. But I don't think there is anything "boatanchor-ish" about a 
Millen grid dip, and the 1936 Taffet Resistance Bridge is 100% solid 
state and not particularly different from devices made for the same 
purpose today. That Crown amp is full of TO-3 devices, particularly 
2N3773's, and the highest voltage in it is 60V. 


Most of what I have was top quality high tech when it was new, and 
returning it to service is enjoyable, because it was well-designed and 
well-built in the first place, for the most part. I sometimes think I 
really ought to have some sort of AA5 radio around so that I can scope 
it and answer questions that the "collectors" raise about getting them 
working. 


I sometimes wonder about all the grid dips, crystal oscillators, etc. 
that I have, and realize, to some extent that these are the devices I 
learned to use years ago, and part of my preference for them is that I 
know how to use them to good effect. Frankly, I would not know what to 
do with a digital volt meter, because half of my use of a voltmeter is 
to watch the pointer motion. And I don't bother with frequency and 
time interval counters, partly because they don't give me much 
information I can't find with simpler equipment, and partly because I 
want to stay close to WWV, not trust heated crystal oscillators. 


When I was a young engineer, I was introduced to the Jones factor---the 
number by which the wrong answer must be multiplied to get the right 
one. The junior engineer knows that there is a Jones factor. The 
senior engineer knows the number to use. I still use slide rule 
calculations. My old Keuffel and Esser teak computer is very easy to 
program, has no batteries to go dead, and gives me answers to about the 
same precision as I'll get from parts in the parts bin when I put a 
test circuit together. I feel sorry for young'uns who have to rely on 
one of the simulator programs like Spice or Sceptre to estimate a 
circuit's performance, and particularly for the surprises they get when 
the simulator and the parts bin parts don't agree. I spent plenty of 
time writing circuit simulator packages, and other CAD-CAM stuff, back 
in the seventies, and am not at all opposed to using such tools, but am 
also very aware that all of them give precise numbers that are more 
appropriate for Las Vegas than for engineering, and make the need for 
Jones factor wisdom more important than ever. I still remember 
spending a week or two with test setups looking at the class A 
characteristics of 74H TTL to fill in some very terrible holes in some 
papers that had been published by someone in the company, based on 


simulator studies, that really sent us down ratholes when the actual 
equipment didn't behave as predicted. That was simply a matter of 


making some measurements to determine the approximate value of a Jones 
factor, and a scope and a Wavetek generator provided a lot more useful 


data than spec sheets, textbooks, and working board-filling equations, 
each term of which looks about as obscure as any of the others. 


Now, back to the WV97A VoltOhmyst that is coming together from two 
parts units, plus a bunch of new Mouser-supplied components. Lessee, 


this TO-220 package will go up here on the back very nicely, and I need 


a terminal strip, which will go on the same mounting screw for the 
diode circuit...... 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKKKKKK 


Hank van Cleef vancleef@bga.com vancleef@tmn.com 
KKK KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KEKE KKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: Jim Dillon <beadgal@ptialaska.net> 

Subject: Moore: "Transmitters" Deal Last Call..... 
Message-ID: <01BB429A.0C026160@beadgal> 


...extended another day until Friday (but I mean it this time), = 
because my copy 

of "Transmitters, Exciters & Power Amplifiers 1930-1980" just arrived. 
can't 

believe mail service back East is as bad as .... Anyway: 


I 


It is an exact image of Receivers. When he says Transmitters, the man is 


serious; no transceivers need've applied. KWS-1 yes, KWM2 nay. No = 


hybrids, no rice, no VHF. We're talking USA HF Hollow Iron. The only = 


thing missing 


though is Command sets. ART-13 is here as are civ-mil crossover pieces 


like 


BC-610/HT-4. Obscure stuff like my beloved Palco and Eldico S-clones are 


here. Particular attention is given to differentiating similar models 
(i.e some Halli HT-18s had NBFM, some didn't- how did he ever spot = 
that?)like (Henry) 


Model 2KR-2 is the R£ section only, no PS. Very definitive. And very = 


accurate: 

I've only spotted two piddling inconsequential errors in the data = 
listings which 

are the meat of the book: 


Models are illustrated (just as badly as Receivers 1, 2, and 3) after a 


thumbnail of each company. Model designations are exact and definitive, = 


years of manufacture inclusive, prices original list. Next 
covered and Modes. 


Type covers method of modulation (9 mhz phasing, xtal filter@4990) , 


etc). 


is bands = 


Not only Finals, but all other tubes in RF and AF chains are listed- = 


type and 


quantity. Power Supply listed separately with tubes employed therein (or 


there- 


out if external with voltages and mils required-nice!). Next is power = 


input. 


Out: refers to output impedance. Linears have Power Input required and = 


the=20 


input and output network type and range (pi net 25-300 ohm)as well as 
cooling method.Remarks cover multitude of evils: "plug-in coils for any 2 


bands 


selectable by bandswitch. Coils extra"or "High Fidelity TX for SW BC and 


the deluxe personal station"-Collins 300BA (1935). 


You get dapix...soon to be a major motion picture- essential BA ref = 


work. 


Write the check ($17 Bookrate, $19 Priority) lick the stamp and apply 


it xby Fridayx to envelope addressed to: 
Hi Tec 
201 Seward St. 
Juneau AK 99801 


unless you want to get it at Dayton ($23) from AES or ARC. ER will not = 
be at 

Dayton this year. =20 

Jim Dillon beadgal@ptialaska.net 

WL7CMQ (ok, whose got a Pierce PEC-100 to part with? page 107) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: rdkeys@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu 

Subject: More WHY Boatanchors (an' Glowbugges too..... ) 
Message-ID: <9605161843 .AA102578@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 


> 

> To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

> 

> For me, the less I spend of a hobby, the more of a hobby 


This is an excellent tack to take for a'boatanchorin'. It 
resourceful, thoughtful, and knowledgeable to get the most 
pfennigs spent in the ‘‘hobby''. Not all of us be as well 


it is for me. 


makes us all 
out of our 
heeled as 


the *‘Commodore'' [Vanderbilt, that is]. Well placed knowledge with our 
fine glowen-rigs will always net more bang for the buck, and more fun 


too. And that rosy path to knowledge is most enjoyable. A fine bit o' 
adventure, it be..... 


> Basically, I need to know that, if I wanted to, I could just discard 
> the hobby stuff and walk away from it. 


This is very sage advice...... all should take heed and remember the point. 
Too much of anything lends itself to heart attacks, etc. 


Also, another thing to ponder.... most of us are merely caretakers of what 
fine junque et boatanchorismus we partakes of. The reality is that all 

of us should take the tack that if need be, we can just walk away from 

it with a clear conscience and sense of having had our time on watch, 
enjoyed the time, and derived one of life's fine and subtle pleasures 

in our play. The treasure trove of our fine boatanchors (an' glowbugges, 
too) are something that those who follow us will also be likely to treasure. 
Taking boatanchors too heavily, can do more harm than good. It is great fun, 
good larnin', fine company aboard for the watch, an' it keeps de ol' men 
outta de honkytonks late at nite, cuz dat's wen de ol' firebottles warme 
the hearte beste. But, there will come a time when we all gotta take 

a final walk away from our beasties, behemoths, and other assorted fine 
junque de irone, and let the next crewe aboard to play. Then it be our 
turn to look back, with a fond smile, as the “young squirt'' fiddles wid 
de ol' dial, listenin' to de crackle an' din in the speaker. 


Remember..... our boatanchors will most likely outlive us! Some of the 
things I have played with have been around a lot longer than the likes o' 
this ol' greybeard. 


ahhh,...... but,.... watta way to go.....! 


73/ZUT DE NA4G/Bob 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: Greg Carter <kx4r@mindspring.com> 

Subject: My Last BA 

Message-ID: <199605170132.VAA03966@borg .mindspring.com> 


Howdy Gang ! 


Well, when I arrived home from work tonight, my latest BA 
acquisition was waiting for me, left by a UPS driver that has 
to be growing weary of delivering over-weight packages to 
this address ! 


This was the item I was most worried about due to it's weight, 
but just a quick glance at the box indicated that all contents should 
be just fine....the outer box was perfect. 


Inside was another box safely cushioned from the exterior container 


and inside was an absolutely astounding BA...... a gorgious '58 or '59 
Hallicrafters HT-32A ! Never seen one in this fine a shape ! 

Unfortunately it is w/o a cabinet. Seems the xyl of the SK who’ owned it 
decided that the cabinet didn't belong to anything and dumped it !!! What a 
tragedy ! 

But none-the-less, the xmtr is in great shape...so nice and shiny and 

clean on the inside ! Can't wait to fire it up and make a few 40 mtr q's ! 
Now for the dilema....... it's in such nice shape, that my SX-101 with which 
it was to mate, pales in cosmetic comparison ! The only thing to do is 

find another 101 that looks better...... oh no no...where does it all end ???? 


This is it....this will have to be my Last BA.....! 


73 to all for now....I'm off to start a new News Group....will call it BAA 
(Boatanchors Anonymous) ...... this is a disease, you know ! 


Greg KX4R 
kx4r@mindspring.com 


p.s. If anyone out there is in doubt as to how to pack a BA to withstand the 
rigors of UPS, I'd like to refer you to Mike KB9VU, who did an 


outstanding 
job preparing the 32A (mni tnx Mike !! ) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: "James C. Garland" <garland@MPS.OHIO-STATE.EDU> 
Subject: Obscure 6146 Question 
Message-ID: <O1I4RYAYJR8W8X2XES@MPS.OHIO-STATE.EDU> 
Here's a question for someone with a good vacuum tube database: 
Is the 8298 equivalent to the 
(1) 6146? 
(2) 6146A? 


(c) 6146B? 


(d) none of the above? 
Thanks, 


Jim W8ZR 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu> 

Subject: Re: Obscure 6146 Question 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.960516152550.3699A-100000@admin. aurora. edu> 


On Thu, 16 May 1996, James C. Garland wrote: 


> Here's a question for someone with a good vacuum tube database: 


> Is the 8298 equivalent to the 

> (1) 6146? 

> (2) 6146A? 

> (c) 6146B? 

> (d) none of the above? 


According the my 1978 ARRL handbook, the answer is (c). 
Is there a prize (:->) 


E-mail broehrig@admin.aurora.edu 73 de Bob, K9EUI 
CIS: Data / Telecom Aurora University, Aurora, IL 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 

From: Jeffrey Herman <jherman@hawaii.edu> 

Subject: Re: Obscure 6146 Question 

Message-ID: <Pine.SV4.3.91.960516162525 .18704H-100000@uhunix5> 


On Thu, 16 May 1996, Bob Roehrig wrote: 


According the my 1978 ARRL handbook, the answer is (c). 
Is there a prize (:->) 


> On Thu, 16 May 1996, James C. Garland wrote: 

> > Here's a question for someone with a good vacuum tube database: 
> > Is the 8298 equivalent to the 

>> (1) 6146? 

>> (2) 6146A? 

>> (c) 6146B? 

>> (d) none of the above? 

> 

> 


Only if the 8298 is cheaper than the 6146B. 


Jef£ KH2PZ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: Rick Blank <rblank@legend.txdirect.net> 

Subject: Re: Obscure 6146 Question, i.e. JAN 6293 
Message-ID: <1.5.4.32.19960517040844.006897e0@txdirect.net> 


OK, I've seen all these references to the different versions of tubes 
roughly equivalent to the 6146 family of tubes, now I have a question 

on a set of tubes that I picked up a while back....they are Raytheon 

JAN 6293....I don't have any info on these tubes, but, the fellow I bought 
them from said they were "heavy-duty mil-spec" 6146's....was he somewhere 
near right or do I have some kinda weird turkeys sitting here in the shack? 


Rick Blank, KI5SL rblank@txdirect.net 
2223 Blanco Road KI5SL@K3WGF .STX.USA.NOAM 
San Antonio, Texas 78212 AMSAT NA#26195 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: "Allan Fritsche" <fritsche@msn.com> 

Subject: Old nuts for new nuts 

Message-ID: <UPMAILO3.199605170203180687@msn. com> 


Hi Stan and Boat crew, 

Remember my little message about RS nuts and all on the list replied that 
they were now metric. Crap I think I knew that but its just one of those 
things you don't think about when working in a garage shop at 5:30 pm in 
Houston when the ambient temperature in the garage is 90% and Humidity is 80. 
But I appreciate and thanks to all that replied. 

I did find a old switch that I could take a couple of nuts off of and they fit 
perfectly. Stan I scrounged around work today and found a couple more. 

Thanks for your offer, If they don't fit I will probably need your assistance. 
Wasn't it Patton that said "NUTS" 

I think my personal ones quit working 10 years ago. 


QO crapp, I could get in trouble with Jack again. 


Thanks to All. 


Al 
fritsche@msn.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: stever@cybercomm.net (Stephan Rashkin) 

Subject: Re: Persistant hum 

Message-ID: <199605161720.NAA31885@raven.cybercomm.net> 


Well yesterday was the fourth time it happened in different 
radios and maybe it is worth mentioning what I found in 
troubleshooting a Heath "Twoer" that did not respond to 
filter capacitor changes or substitution. . 


The "Twoer" had a persistant hum that was very noticable with 

the volume control at minimum, even though the radio worked 
fine..Loosening the screws holding the metal plate that holds 

the twist lock filter cap to the chassis and then cleaning between 
the plate and the chassis and then re-tightening the screws cleared 
up the problem completely..so before going completely nuts with 
persistant hum try to jumper a new ground between the capacitor (-) 
and chassis ground (if it's a metal plate and supposed to be 
grounded! ) 


73, 
Steve, WA2NHZ 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKAKK 


Steve Rashkin, WA2NHZ 
Howell, New Jersey 


E-mail: stever@raven.cybercom.com 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: pie in the sky WANTS (Drake, etc.) 

Message-ID: <9605161623 .AAQ2528@taku> 


Looking for: 


Drake TC-2 and/or TC-6 transmitting converters. 


National speaker (large, dark, horiz bar) to match NC-183D 
Drake FF-1 fixed freq adapter for TR-4 
Nomenclature tags for all components of National RAS-5 set 


AA coil pair for Hammarlund Comet Pro -- or white Isolantite 
forms; look like old milk bottles 


4000Z Hammarlund speaker for Comet Pro 
National HRO-50 G/H/J coil plug-ins, with or without dials 


All long shots, but after being rained on at Deerchester, 
I feel lucky! :-) 


Email with leads/price/etc. -- a good price paid for a 
good find! 


73, 
--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: Terry Burge <terrybu@netman.ENS.TEK.COM> 

Subject: pie in the sky WANTS (Drake, etc.) 

Message-ID: <9605161758 .AAQ07492@netman.ENS.TEK.COM> 


Gang, 
I liked Andy's want list so much I thought I might pass on 
one of my own. 


Looking for: 


National receivers HRO 50/60, 188, 183D, etc. in restorable condition 
(you might be surprised what I have picked up and repaired) 
Can't stand it when someone post about how he or she picked 
up an HRO 50 or 60 at the local junk store. I have never 
seen one ‘in the flesh’. 


Drake T-4X(B) to go along with my R4B w/MS-4/AC-4 for cheap. 


Terry 
KI7M 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: "D.D. Todd" <dube3@n-link. com> 

Subject: RE: Radio Shack 

Message-ID: <319C19C2.4693@mail.n-link.com> 


I worked at a R.S. store for a few months once. I can tell you that it is not 
easy to 

be knowledgeable about 15,000 different items. Not even the smartest, most "with- 
it" 

Ham would be able to answer every question that comes down the pike about 
everything 

from batteries to satellite systems. Yes, if you worked at one of the stores for 
several years you might be able to put on a good presentation. 


Try this: Go by your local automobile dealer and ask one of their salesman a 
bunch of 

questions about all the equipment options on their cars. Let us know if you find 
a 

salesman who knows all there is to know about every option. Some of them don't 
even 

know what engine options are available. 


The point is that I've seen squawks about Radio Shack salespeople in several 
internet 

forums; as if RS is the only retailer whose salespeople don't know every answer. 
The 

squawkers have obviously never been in their position. So give ‘em a break; put 
yourself in their shoes before you go around bad-mouthing them. They're people 
too. 

73, 

Dube Todd AB5AP dube3@n-link.com 


If we had to tolerate in others all that we permit in 
ourselves, life would be completely unbearable. 
- Georges Courtelline 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: Morris Odell <morriso@vifp.monash.edu.au> 
Subject: Radiotron Designer's Handbook 

Message-ID: <199605170232 .MAAQ2743@vifp.monash.edu.au> 


Hi All, 


> I have vol 4 in nice condition for sale. I don't know whether it is 
> common knowledge but this book was originally published in 

> Australia by Amalgamated Wireless Australasia Ltd (AWA) an RCA 

> licensee. The author, Langford Smith, was an employee of AWA and it 
> was his job to write the book and keep it up to date. The book was 
> so popular, especially the 4th edition, that RCA republished it in 
> the USA. The original Australian version had a green cover and the 
> US version was red. 


I bought my copy (red cover, Aussie edition)new in about 1966 at the age of 
16, and had to save up for a while before I could afford it. I remember 
first seeing it in the high school library which is where I first saw the 
1963 ARRL handbook 3 years previously. I remember being rather proud that 
such a magnificent book had been written by a "local boy". I still use it, 
especially the coil winding and power supply calculation chapters. The 
audio section served me well in thw 60s and 70s. 


I always thought "Radiotron" was an AWA trademark originally and that it 
was used overseas under license. AWA is still going, and back then used to 
produce some nice BA gear, everything from plastic mantel radios to test 
equipment and communications radios. My second CRO was an AWA (the first 
was homebrew) and I thought it was pretty good until I saw what the likes 
of Tek and HP were doing at the same time. 


> This is undoubtedly one of the best and most complete manuals ever 
> written on technology as it existed in 1952. 


Very true. 


Morris Odell VK3DOC Melbourne, Australia 
morriso@vifp.monash.edu.au 
http://www. vifp.monash.edu.au/CFM/staff/mo. html 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com> 

Subject: Re: Radiotron Designers Handbook 

Message-ID: <199605162032.PAA19068@zoom.bga.com> 


As Jim Lyle said 
I have both the red (4th) edition and the green (3rd) edition. I don't 


think the latter was published in Australia, though. I'll check when 
I get home tonight. 


VVVV WV 


My 3rd edition, purchased new in the US in the summer of 1945, and 


bearing the notation "Wholly reproduced in U.S.A..... and bearing the 
date May 1945, has a black cover. 


I've had the book for fifty years plus, so can guarantee that the 
original color was black on day one. 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Hank van Cleef vancleef@bga.com vancleef@tmn.com 
KKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: jlyle@netcom.com (Jim Lyle) 

Subject: Re: Radiotron Designers Handbook 

Message-ID: <199605170227 . TAAQ6484@netcom20.netcom. com> 


As Jim Lyle said 
I have both the red (4th) edition and the green (3rd) edition. I don't 


think the latter was published in Australia, though. I'll check when 
I get home tonight. 


VV VV 


> 
My 3rd edition, purchased new in the US in the summer of 1945, and 


bearing the notation "Wholly reproduced in U.S.A..... and bearing the 
date May 1945, has a black cover. 


I've had the book for fifty years plus, so can guarantee that the 
original color was black on day one. 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Hank van Cleef vancleef@bga.com vancleef@tmn.com 


> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
D> KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKE 
> 

> 

I 


checked... Mine's black too, after all. It dates to November, 1941, 
and says: "Wholly reproduced in the U.S.A by lithographic process..." 


Just like yours, I suspect. 
But on the preceding page it ALSO says "Published by The Wireless Press 
for Amalgamated Wireless Valve Company..." in Australia. So depending 


on what page you noticed, you could get either impression quite easily. 


It looks to me like: Published in Australia, but distributed in US by 


RCA, who reprinted it here. 


Black it is though... no question there. Mine's pretty shiny, and the 
(shiny silver colored) leaf still glimmers. 


Jim Lyle 


jlyle@netcom.COM http: //www.troubadortech.com/jlyle/ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: DMedley@gnn.com (David MEDLEY) 

Subject: Radiotron Designers Handbook FS 

Message-ID: <199605161611.MAA14708@mail-e2b-service.gnn.com> 


I have vol 4 in nice condition for sale. I don't know whether it is 
common knowledge but this book was originally published in 
Australia by Amalgamated Wireless Australasia Ltd (AWA) an RCA 
licensee. The author, Langford Smith, was an employee of AWA and it 
was his job to write the book and keep it up to date. The book was 
so popular, especially the 4th edition, that RCA republished it in 
the USA. The original Australian version had a green cover and the 
US version was red. I have both versions but the Australian one is 
not for sale. I will part with the US version for $50.00 if anyone 
is interested. 

This is undoubtedly one of the best and most complete manuals ever 
written on technology as it existed in 1952. 


David Medley 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: jlyle@netcom.com (Jim Lyle) 

Subject: Re: Radiotron Designers Handbook FS 
Message-ID: <199605161821.LAAQ5404@netcom.netcom. com> 


the USA. The original Australian version had a green cover and the 
US version was red. I have both versions but the Australian one is 
not for sale. I will part with the US version for $50.00 if anyone 
is interested. 

This is undoubtedly one of the best and most complete manuals ever 
written on technology as it existed in 1952. 


David Medley 


VV VV VV VV VV 


I have both the red (4th) edition and the green (3rd) edition. I don't 
think the latter was published in Australia, though. I'll check when 
I get home tonight. 


Btw... I do also have the CD version now. It saves a lot of wear and 
tear on the originals, but it's just not the same somehow. I'1l use 
it, but I think REAL books will always hold a higher place in my hear, 
no matter how useful or interesting hypertext is. 


Jim Lyle 
jlyle@netcom.COM 


http://www. troubadortech.com/jlyle/ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: d-hlinsky@nwu.edu (Don Hlinsky) 

Subject: Rejuvinating Silica Gel 

Message-ID: <199605162038.AA090779090@casbah.acns.nwu.edu> 


Hello fellow BAers! 
James Garland asked about rejuvinating silica gel. 
My two cents: 


You are right about the pink-wet/blue-dry connection but that isn't 
necessarily the color of the gel. In some cases an indicator is used but 
most of the absorbent material looks like white sand. The sandy stuff 
doesn't change color. 


Silica Gel can be rejuvinated at 240 - 250 degrees F for at least 6 hours. 
The actual length depends on the size of the silica granules. Some reusable 
containers actually quote 12 hours! 


I generally opt for the 12 hour run because the indicators usually get much 
bluer after 12 than after 6. I usually bake the containers in the oven 
overnight. Safety tip: Check your oven with a xgood* thermometer before 
baking the paper packets -- too hot turns the packets into crispies - HI! 


Good Luck & 73, 
Don - N9IZU 
d-hlinsky@nwu. edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: David Metz <metzd@cfw.com> 

Subject: Re: Rejuvinating Silica Gel 

Message-ID: <9605162351.AA08497@milo.cfw.com> 


For long exposure at about 150 degrees, I used a 150 watt light bulb in an 
old tool box and verified the temp with my wife's candy thermometer via a 
drilled hole in the top. This worked great to "cook" a R390 PTO for two 
days and not’ get a divorce. 


73's dave 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: larry.jaffe@swcbbs.com (LARRY JAFFE) 

Subject: Removal of e-mail address from list (mine) 
Message-ID: <8C0B589.0002046E3F .uuout@swcbbs. com> 


Could you please remove my name from the list for e-mail. Thank you 


* Ist 2.00 ~ "640k should be enough for anybody" - Bill Gates, 1981. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: "David L. Thompson" <thompson@mindspring.com> 
Subject: SB-10 knobs correction 

Message-ID: <199605170229 .WAAQ4812@borg .mindspring.com> 


Gang, 


After consulting with local Heath expert, Phil K4FXB, the 9/16" knobs I am 
looking for are not the chrome/shiny ones but the much duller knobs. They 
are a cast alum and were on many of the Heath rigs like the mobile pair (AM 
pair not the SSB pair which had the chrome ones). 


If you think you have the knobs please E-mail me and I'll pay you + s/h. 
I'll even consider another SB-10! 


Dave K4JRB 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: Bill Sorsby <bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com> 
Subject: Re: SB-10 knobs correction 


Message-ID: <199605170303.WAA25882@dlep1.itg.ti.com> 


At 09:30 PM 5/16/96 -0500, Dave K4JRB, wrote: 


> 
>After consulting with local Heath expert, Phil K4FXB, the 9/16" knobs I am 
>looking for are not the chrome/shiny ones but the much duller knobs. They 


>are a cast alum and were on many of the Heath rigs like the mobile pair (AM 
>pair not the SSB pair which had the chrome ones). 


I think I missed the beginning of this thread, but I'll respond anyway. 
Either one should be correct, Dave. I believe the SB-10 I've got has the 
dull knobs, while Chuck Penson's book shows an SB-10 with the shiny knobs. 
According to Chuck, "Early units were supplied with satin finish metal knobs 
while later versions used polished knobs." 


Regards, 
Bill Sorsby, N5BU bill.sorsby@dlep1.itg.ti.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 

From: Jim Dillon <beadgal@ptialaska.net> 

Subject: Re: Screws: Obsessive-compulsive... 

Message-ID: <Q1BB434C.97BAD540@juneau_32.dialups.ptialaska.net> 


Rea behavior in fasteners is fully justified IMHO. I just spotted a 

*Philips* #2 in the top of my HRO-5TA1 (You know that National made that 

top front strip removable to allow straight-in fiber screwdriver access to 

coil trimmers?) I was horrified. 

After initial revulsion passed..... I pondered one of the great teleological (or is 
it ontological) questions of fastener history: 

When did Philips heads appear? On what were they first used? 

I've just made a cursory IG flyby of my racks and noted that R-388 and all later 
Collins use them. SP-600 uses both, but HQ-129 straight only. Johnson very 
straight. And big surprise: oldest piece with philips: 1946 Sx-42! Followed 

by 1949 SX-62 (for small escutcheon screws). Then Collins everything. 

Caution when making your survey: Fasteners attaching radio to cabinet 

or rack (especially) may not be contemporaneous with the manufacture 

of the rig. Look for original matched paint/ fillet angle before jumping to 
conclusion. 

And who xwasx Philips anyway? Allen's brother? 

My bet is on some piece of RCA 30s/early WWII gear....the suspense builds..... Does 
Terman devote an appendix to fastener physics? 

Hint: someone who has library of old Radio Engineering or 

"“Commmunication and Broadcast Engineering" should rise to this 

challenge and provide definitive answer by perusing "new products" 


sections (Cinch terminal strip=June '37) 
I have to fasten my 501s and go deal with ISO stuff......... 


Jim Dillon WL7CMQ 
beadgal@ptialaska.net 
(seeking RCA AR/CR-88 or Halli S/SX-9 for fastener research) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: Andy Wallace <wallace@mc.com> 

Subject: Re: Separated at Birth 

Message-ID: <9605162008.AA02663@taku> 


----- Begin Included Message ----- 


From: Jim Dillon <beadgal@ptialaska.net> 
Subject: Separated at Birth; was:Matching Speakers..... 


A latter day problem is that sellers have found that they 
can get more for many lines of gear by splitting up sets (or 
at least pricing related components separately) . 


Sometimes this backfires. I recently bought a Collins 
speaker from a chap. 
"It's really a great sound and you can't go wrong for $40" 
Well, he was probably right- it ought to sound great, its 
an 18" radio station lobby monitor in a cabinet matching 
the color and size of a 20-K broadcast transmitter.It had to 
be delivered on the barge. I now have a matching table 
at least for the 390s. 


eos End Included Message ----- 


As to the first, I say we do the same thing we 
used to do to horse thieves! Not only are 75A-4s going 
for princely sums, but now you have to pay $150+ 
for the bloody filters. yeesh. (I'd mumble something 
here about my Drake R-4B having 4 filters built-in 
but that would be crass.) 


On the second, was that the thing advertised in 
rec.radio.swap? I _thought_ that sounded like a weird 
thingus. 


(I would like to find a matching...or even a 
non-matching-but-Collins speaker for my "only" Collins 
rig, a 75A-3. Anyone got a junker? Even just a cabinet? 


73, 
--Andy 
wallace@mc.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 

From: "Barry L. Ornitz" <u856010@eastman. com> 

Subject: Silica Gel 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.960516153323 .19253A-100000@dua150.kpt.emn.com> 


On Thu, 16 May 1996, Jim Garland (W8ZR) asked: 


I remember silica gel being either pink or blue, depending on whether it is 
saturated with moisture or dry, but I don't remember which color is which? 

Can somebody help me out? (I'm guessing pink=wet, but I'm not sure.) Second 
question: I think saturated silica gel can be restored by baking it. Does 

anybody know for how long and at what temperature this should be done? 


VV VV V 


Silica gel is normally white or transparent. It is common to add a cobalt 
compound, often the chloride, as an indicator. You are correct that 
bright blue is dry while pink is saturated. Most bags of mil-spec 
dessicant I have seen have not been colored. As it ages, the cystals or 
pellets break down and become a dust. It is best to sift this out before 
using the silica gel as the dust can get into bearings, etc. 


The best method for regenerating it is to use a vacuum oven but not many 
of us have these. I have heard that a microwave oven on a low setting can 
be used but that if the dessicant is very wet, the individual pellets can 
explode when heated rapidly. A conventional oven is probably best with a 
temperature setting of between 150 F and 200 F which is as low as most 
home oven thermostats go. Remember to open the door occasionally to let 
out the moisture. It is best if the dessicant is placed in a closed 
container while still hot. This minimizes moisture pickup while cooling. 
One gallon paint cans are a good way to store the bags of dessicant. Most 
paint stores will sell you empty cans inexpensively. A total heating time 
of four to six hours is suggested depending on how much dessicant needs to 
be dried. 


More exotic dessicants such as molecular sieves require a much more 
aggressive drying procedure. You are not likely to run into these unless 


you unsolder a modern hermetically sealed military goodie. 


73, Barry L. Ornitz WA4VZQ ornitz@eastman.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 

From: garland@PHYAS1.MPS.OHIO-STATE.EDU (James C. Garland) 

Subject: Silica gel and my "new" Hallicrafters FPM-200 

Message-ID: <199605160224 .WAA24124@beauty.magnus.acs.ohio-state.edu> 


Hi Gang, 


Today was a very exciting day! After some negotiation, I finally acquired a 
Hallicrafters FPM-200 transceiver from its original owner. The owner won it 
as the grand prize in a Hallicrafters-sponsored contest in 1958. It was one 
of five prototypes, and was followed the next year by somewhere between 
50-200 "preproduction" prototypes (the exact number is unknown). The rig 
never made it to full production, probably because its suggested retail 
price of $2650 priced it out of the ham market. (An article about the FPM200 
in subsequent years misquoted the price as $265, leading to confusion on 
this point.) It was heavily advertised in 1959, and appeared in at least 
one Handbook Hallicrafters ad, leading many hams to conclude that it was 
much more common than it really was. The owner tried it out a few times, 
then lost interest in ham radio. After using it sporadically for a year or 
so, he packed it up in its original boxes and stored it for 35 years! 


For those of you who aren't familiar with the FPM-200, it was an 80-10meter 
transceiver, with dual PTOs, and about 100Watts output. It had one kHz 
linear dial readout on each PTO, was all solid state, except for the 12BY7 
driver and dual 6146 amplifier stage. Its 41 transistors were all germanium 
PNP type. It used fiberglass circuit boards, and mil-spec like construction. 
It used an internal switching type power supply to generate the HV and 
screen voltage for the tubes, and ran on 12VDC. A matching power 115VAC 
power supply and mobile mount were supplied as standard items. It was a 
decade ahead of its time technologically, and two decades ahead of its time 
price-wise. Fourteen years passed before Hallicrafters came out with the 
FPM-300, which was a completely different design. 


Astonishingly, my FPM-200 seems to work fine. I powered it up, and it 
receives and transmits on all bands. A bit of Deoxit D5 cured the scratch 
pots. Since the enclosure isn't perforated (except for a forced air duct for 
the 6146s) the innards were shiny and dust-free. 


Now, two questions for you experts out there: The two PTOs each have three 
little screw-in cannisters of silica gel in the top to keep out moisture. I 
remember silica gel being either pink or blue, depending on whether it is 
saturated with moisture or dry, but I don't remember which color is which? 
Can somebody help me out? (I'm guessing pink=wet, but I'm not sure.) Second 
question: I think saturated silica gel can be restored by baking it. Does 
anybody know for how long and at what temperature this should be done? 


Also, I'd love to hear from any of you who have FPM-200s in their 
collection. It's a rare enough radio, that it would be useful to have an 
owner's list. Thanks, guys. 


73% 


Jim W8ZR 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 

From: John Kolb <jlkolb@cts.com> 

Subject: Re: Silica gel and my "new" Hallicrafters FPM-200 
Message-ID: <Pine.SC0.3.91.960515202552 .11694A-100000@sd.cts.com> 


On Wed, 15 May 1996, James C. Garland wrote: 


Now, two questions for you experts out there: The two PTOs each have three 
little screw-in cannisters of silica gel in the top to keep out moisture. I 
remember silica gel being either pink or blue, depending on whether it is 

saturated with moisture or dry, but I don't remember which color is which? 
Can somebody help me out? (I'm guessing pink=wet, but I'm not sure.) Second 


VV VV V 


Right, pink=wet, Blue=dry. I don't think the color change is the silica 
gel itself, think that's an added indicator chemical not present in all 
SG. 


> question: I think saturated silica gel can be restored by baking it. Does 
> anybody know for how long and at what temperature this should be done? 
> 


As low a temp as you can set your oven to. The color will tell you 
when it's done. Careful with the paper packages of SG though - they 
will char in the oven. I have a hotplate that gets to about 150 deg. F 
that works fine: I bake overnight. 


John Kolb KK6IL jlkolb@cts.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: TEKOCH@aol.com 

Subject: Speaker for HQ-170A 

Message-ID: <960516181247_302486227@emout09.mail.aol.com> 


I am looking for the matching speaker for the HQ-170A but would settle for 
the smaller Hammarlund speaker that goes with the HQ-100 or HQ-110 if one 
were available. 


Tom Koch - W4UOC 

8170 Habersham Waters Road 
Dunwoody, GA 30350 
tekoch@aol.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 

Subject: Stone Age Fax 

Message-ID: <90565.ddillman@igc.apc.org> 


I dragged home another one last weekend. Me and my sidekick Sprout 
were on our third pass at the Foothill swapmeet when we saw it. But 
to really get the picture, I have to tell you about Sprout. 


She's about 23, stands only a bit over 5ft., has hair dyed as red as 
port side running light and energy to burn. It's a constant "Wow, 
lookit that. What's goin' on? Man, that's cool, let's buy that!" 
But no lightweight, she. Sprout crossed the Atlantic as R/O on our 
smallest ship, the 82ft. Moby Dick that's famous for rolling through 
40 degrees, came through the canal and up through Central America to 
San Francisco. She's off tomorrow for Amsterdam to be R/O on our 
newest and biggest ship, the Arctic Sunrise, bound for the North Sea. 
She lives in my closet when in San Francisco (no lie). I'm 52, 6'6" 
tall and weigh 220 pounds with a full beard. Needless to say, we 
make quite the pair. 


So anyway, there it was: a TT-1F/TXC-1, new in the box - for 20 
dollah! For the uninitiated, the TXC-1 is a 40s vintage fax machine 
that puts all others in the shade, fun-wise. I know, ‘cause I used 
one years ago to copy my first off-the-air fax using a RBC receiver 
and a BC-221 as the BFO because the RBA drifted too much for fax. So 
me and Sprout loaded the monster into the '64 Volvo and set off for 
home happy as two bivalve mollusks. 


The TXC-1 has a rotating drum on which you put paper with a white 
coating over a black under layer. A high voltage spark burns off the 
white layer at the appropriate places to reveal the black underneath 
to create your fax image. Man, when this baby's turnin' and burnin', 
it's something! 


Okay, so first you slap on a sheet of paper and secure it with the 
clips. Then you wait for the fax to begin and throw certain lever 
switches to get the drum turning and certain others to sync the image 
- and there you go! The oscillator howling like a banshee, the drum 
clikcking as it turns, the high voltage spark going zzzt! zzzt!, the 


smoke rising as it burns off the white covering. Now xthat'sx 
facsimile recording! And in the interval between faxes you gotta do 
the whole routine again, but fast! 


Since the original TXC-1 left, I've been using an Alden model 
519M(T)-EA that prints on 19" wide paper and stands taller that a 
chest o' drawers with the rack space beneath filled with all kinds of 
converters, amplifiers xand* a SP-600-JX-17. But the thing is, it's 
almost practical to use. It senses the start and stop tones, uses a 
continuous roll of paper (wet!) and automatically syncs the image. 
But with the TXC-1, it's more like driving a steam engine. 


The guy at Foothill said he had several more if any of you are 
unapologetic fans of the electro-mechanical. 


Dick Dillman 
WPE2VT N6VS_ ex-WA2BJK 
<ddillman@igc.apc.org> 
Collector of Heavy Metal: 
Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: jproc@worldlinx.com 

Subject: RE: Stone Age Fax 

Message-ID: <Chameleon.4.01.2.960516100249.jproc@> 


Dick, 


Wow, BA FAX! We haven't covered that area yet and your description was so 
good, I could practically smell the burning paper :-) I have heard of hoods 
being mounted over these machines to exhaust the smoke. Now I know why. 


Would the TT1F be considered a Group 1 FAX? In todays world, a Group 3 FAX 
prints a page in about 20 seconds. How long does it take on the TT1F? Is 
anyone still transmitting in a format that is compatible with the old 
machine? 


Regards, 


Jerry Proc, VE3FAB 

Radio Restoration Volunteer 
HMCS Haida 

E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com 


Toronto, Ontario 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu> 

Subject: RE: Stone Age Fax 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.960516122140 .20005A-100000@admin. aurora. edu> 


On Thu, 16 May 1996 jproc@worldlinx.com wrote: 


> Wow, BA FAX! We haven't covered that area yet and your description was so 
> good, I could practically smell the burning paper :-) I have heard of hoods 
> being mounted over these machines to exhaust the smoke. Now I know why. 


Has anyone besides me ever messed with the old 1950's era Western Union 
"Deskfax"? These were made by Seeburg, the Juke box company. 

They weren't compatible with anyone elses fax machines, I don't believe, 
but we spent many nights breathing the smoke while sending newspaper 
cartoons back and forth. I still have all the original drawings and 

mod info as well (also still have 4 machines). 


E-mail broehrig@admin.aurora.edu 73 de Bob, K9EUI 
CIS: Data / Telecom Aurora University, Aurora, IL 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: ksOf@il.net (MIKE SANDERS) 

Subject: RE: Stone Age Fax 

Message-ID: <199605162242.RAA20848@mail1.i1.net> 


>Has anyone besides me ever messed with the old 1950's era Western Union 
>"Deskfax"? These were made by Seeburg, the Juke box company. 

>They weren't compatible with anyone elses fax machines, I don't believe, 
>but we spent many nights breathing the smoke while sending newspaper 
>cartoons back and forth. I still have all the original drawings and 

>mod info as well (also still have 4 machines). 

> 

> E-mail broehrig@admin. aurora. edu 73 de Bob, K9EUI 


Yep, Used to run converted model 6100 (I believe) deskfax machines on 
6 meter am. CQ rag had the mod info in it at some time or another. I was 
down in Florida signing K4KIJG at the time (early 70s). Used several rigs 
on 6 AM but remember the NC300 with converter console mostly and the 
Heath Shawnee?? transceiver on 6 AM ( I loved that rig). Lots of fun and 


still have some copy from stations in Tenn. and Iowa on band openings 

sending faxs nearly 1000 miles! Back and forth no less! Place called 

Vans in NJ was the place for units, parts and supplies. I have no rig 

left but still have blanks and some of the gunpowder impregnated paper 

unused stashed away. All the received and sent faxes are also saved. 

Lotta fun. 73 de KSOF 
ksQf@i1.net 


P.S. Just remembered I got 8x10 glossy b&w of me holding received fax in 
front of my machine setting on top of the NC300. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: "Allan Fritsche" <fritsche@msn.com> 

Subject: The arrival of Phillips head screws 
Message-ID: <UPMAILO3.199605170231500228€@msn. com> 


Jim Dillon wrote , in his neat fashion, when did the Phillips head screw 
appear.( Machine threads or Sheet Metal). 


Know this will be a challenge for someone on the list. 
I got a 1933 Majestic radio that I think has a couple of Phillips in it. But 
crap , i might have put those in myself when I restored it 10 years ago. 


This is the kind of topic I love on this list. 

OK, Mechanical Engineers, speak up. 

Probably Hank will be the first to respond. Iam begining to think he knows 
alot about everything. 


Al 
fritsche@msn.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com> 

Subject: Re: Tracking Thunderstorms by Radio (Was: Twister) 
Message-ID: <199605160423 . XAAQ03916@zoom.bga.com> 


As Barry L. Ornitz said 


I think the original article was "Tracking Thunderstorms by Radio". I 
remember first seeing the circuit published in the Amateur Scientist 
section of "Scientific American". I built the circuit in 1964 as a high 


school science project (and won two awards too). I think the same circuit 
was later published in QST. 


VV VV VV MV 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV 


The circuit used two RC coupled amplifiers, one for each loop, that drove 
the deflection plates of the CRT. I cannot remember what CRT tube was 
called for but I used a surplus 5JP1A. In fact, I still have the tube and 
the plexiglass box I housed it in. The loops were three feet in diameter 
and were around a hundred turns of #20, I think. I used old hula-hoops 
for coil forms! The loops were broadly sensitive to signals below 500 
kHz. A third amplifier was connected to a vertical sense antenna which fed 
a blanking signal to the CRT. (Without the blanking signal, the display 
gave a tilted line with 180 degree ambiguity as to the direction.) 


Two systems were needed to triangulate on a storm as the unit only gave 
direction. Relative magnitude could be inferred from the display but a 
smaller lightning stroke close to the receiver could not be differentiated 
from a larger stroke further away. I do not remember anything about 
cloud-to-ground or ground-to-cloud detection, however. There were several 
construction articles published about the same time on equipment to 
measure the earth's electrostatic fields both in Scientific American and 
in Popular Electronics/Electronics Illustrated. These usually used an 
electrometer input circuit using a special vacuum tube. 


Barry, you ought to take a look at the Ryan Stormscope (now made by 
somebody else---Bendix, I think). What Ryan found was that the 
frequency pattern of a lightning flash changed as a function of 
distance between the aircraft and the discharge. The Stormscope sweeps 
azimuth, and uses a filter output to determine distance, and displays 
this on a cockpit CRT. The installation is quite small, and if I'd 
been willing to put a bigger panel in my old Bonanza, I could have put 
one in it---and there were a few times when I wished I had one. 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Hank van Cleef vancleef@bga.com vancleef@tmn.com 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: dlkerl@elvis.b11.ingr.com (Dan Kerl) 

Subject: Re: Tracking Thunderstorms by Radio (Was: Twister) 
Message-ID: <199605162050.AA08451@elvis.b11.ingr.com> 


Hank sez: 

<snip> 

> Barry, you ought to take a look at the Ryan Stormscope (now made by 
> somebody else---Bendix, I think). What Ryan found was that the 


Stormscope is now owned by B.F.Goodrich Aerospace 


> frequency pattern of a lightning flash changed as a function of 


distance between the aircraft and the discharge. The Stormscope sweeps 
azimuth, and uses a filter output to determine distance, and displays 
this on a cockpit CRT. The installation is quite small, and if I'd 
been willing to put a bigger panel in my old Bonanza, I could have put 
one in it---and there were a few times when I wished I had one. 


VVVV Vv 


They're nice. A stormscope is, in some ways, Superior storm detection to 
WX-radar, since it's immune to the effects of attenuation (this is where 
the radar echos from an embedded thunderstorm are attenuated by light 
rain surrounding the storm). Stormscopes are still expensive, though. 
Modern DSP technology should allow these things to be built for less 
money. They now have a competitor, Insight Electronics ‘Strike Finder', 
which is a similar-looking gadget. If I did alot of flying in IMC, one 
of these would be high on my avionics priority list. 


Dan Kerl 
dlkerl@ro.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 

From: Cal Eustaquio N6KYR <ceustaqu@dot.w6bhz.calpoly.edu> 

Subject: Re: Tracking Thunderstorms by Radio (Was: Twister) 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.960516152138 .13190H-100000@dot.w6bhz.calpoly.edu> 


Dan (and concerned associated "radio freaks."): 


Sometime ago, when I was in New-Mexico during the '70's, a friend of mine 
and a fellow at New Mexico State University were working on a device 
known as "Spherics detector" or atmospheric detector. Apparently the NMSU 
ham was working on his doctorate and proposed that if one measure and 
monitored a lightning strike's wavelength, that would give a considerable 
advantage in detecting a possible incoming storm. Remember the old 468 
divided by frequency in MCS gives wavelength (or half that?). Well, take 
that into consideration and do some algebraic manipulation, one can find 
the "frequency" that a storm cloud discharge could resonate at. Figuring 
several miles between a cloud and the ground, he said that he could 
detect such strikes on frequencies that went below the broadcast band. In 
fact, the detector was built using modified pocket xsistor radios retuned 
to that band of frequencies. He tuned on for some higher frequencies and 
one for lower frequencies so that he could increase the "bandwidth" of 
detection for various length of lightning strikes. Hope this helps. Cal. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Fri May 17 00:15:51 1996 
From: "D.D. Todd" <dube3@n-link. com> 

Subject: UTC Transformer info needed 

Message-ID: <319C1F2E.1AA7@mail.n-link.com> 


Does anyone have information about a UTC # A-63 transformer? Is ita 
power transformer or an audio transformer? What windings go to which 
terminals? 


Thanks and 
73, 
Dube Todd AB5AP dube3@n-link.com 


If we had to tolerate in others all that we permit in 
ourselves, life would be completely unbearable. 
- Georges Courtelline 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: JOHN_SEHRING.parti@ecunet.org 

Subject: WHY BOATANCHORS? 

Message-ID: <9605161146.aa09240@pcusa01.ecunet.org> 


For me, the less I spend of a hobby, the more of a hobby it is for me. If 
you spend too much money on a hobby, you feel forced to ‘do' it ‘cause of 
all the $$ tied up in it. If you're not careful, your possessions can 
start to possess you, instead of the other way around. 


Basically, I need to know that, if I wanted to, I could just discard 
the hobby stuff and walk away from it. That's a way to define a hobby: 
something that you can do or not do, with absolutely no pressure. 


Vocation = work/job whereas avocation = the doing part without the ‘have 
to' part. 


-John Sehring (written on 05/16/96 8:41 am MT at Baker, Montana) WB2EQG 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 
From: Tom Lemar <lema@ols.net> 

Subject: WTB - Cabinet for 75A-2 

Message-ID: <319B96C8.5B5C@ols.net> 


Anyone out there have a cabinet for a Collins 75A-2 for sale? Also 
looking for Crystal Calibrator modle 8R-1 


Anyone wanting to sell these items, please contact me at the following: 


lema@ols.net 
Thanks 


Tom Lemar 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 16:54:18 1996 

From: Karan Lee Carruth <klccarru@tenet.edu> 

Subject: WTB Cases for PRC-8, 9, 10 

Message-ID: <Pine.OSF.3.91.960516142636.18377B-100000@alpha.tenet.edu> 


Henry Engstrom is looking for two cases (the top part - not the battery 
case) for the "A" model PRC-8, -9 or -10. He would be willing to buy 
junkers if the cases are in good shape. 


Please E-Mail me at klccarru@tenet.edu if you have any or any ideas where 
he might find them and I will pass the word on to him. 


Thanks, 


Lenox Carruth, WA50VG 
klcecarru@tenet.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu May 16 11:02:14 1996 
From: Greg Carter <kx4r@mindspring.com> 

Subject: WTB: R46 and R48 Spkrs 

Message-ID: <199605160357 . XAAQ3707@borg .mindspring.com> 


To the gang at large! 

I'm looking for the above speakers in good condition. If there 
are any leads out there please let me know ! 

73, Greg 

kx4r@mindspring.com 


